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REPORT OF DIPLOMATIC VISA ISSUED

Americen Embassy
San José, Costa Rics

31 August 1953

NANE: Isabel Montero de TREJOS
UBHEHS INCLUDED IN PASSPORT: None

ISSUING AUTHORITY: Minister of Foreign Affairs, San
Jos#, Costa Rica, 26 August 1953

XIND: Diplomatic Passport No. 2277
BIRTH: Not known

RANK3 Wife of Chlef Costa Rican Delegate to General
Assembly of United Nations, Semgion VIII

DUTIES: None

TRANSPORTATION: Not known

ENTRY: Not known

CLASSIFICATIONs Dip}omatic Viea No. 8, G~1, 28 August 1953
DEROGATORY INFORMATION: HNone

UNCL ASSIFIED
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CONFIDENTIAL

Post: San Jose, Costa Rica
Date Prepared August 19, 1953

Name TREJOS (Flores) Eladio

Mr. TREJOS was born in the City of Heredia on November 2L, 1911 s
in a substantial middle clas:c Costa Kican family, Fe was educated
in the public schcols i Ssn José, attended the law school of the
National Uriversity and was admitted to the baer on November 2l;, 193},
While at law school he founded (in 1933) the monthiy mepazine
"Jurisprudence”, which became tue-ofiicial organ of the local bar
assoclation, He served as i1ts ed!tor during the first four years of
1ts existence, 1In 1941 he was ore of the founders of tie Democratic
Party for the specific purpose of Iurthering the re-election of former
Presldent Leon Gortds in the 194l prestdential elections., In 1947 he
was & memier of the hxecutive Connittee of the Fational Uniow Party
which nominated “r, Mlate ag presidential cendidate,

In the 1942 midetern congressiorsl elections two youns and quite
unknown layers, Mr, TRLJOS and Fernando LAWA sururised everyone .
(ineluding probably themselves) by winning congreasioral seats on the
8late of the Democratie Ya.ty of Leon Cortés (who hai left the
preslidency in 1949) by decisively trouncing adniristration candidates,
Both were politically inexperienced, hardly known outside of thelr
profession and university ecircles and *ad surprised evcryone by the
geal of their campalen on behalfl of the eéx-president whc oy that time
had already reached an open break wlth his successor, Dr, Calderon
Yuardia, Their victory was @1l the more remarkasble because this was
the election in which the conmunists, runving their owr slate of
congressionel can.idates, polled the i.ighest number of votes {17,000
in round numbers) they werc ever to secure i: Costa Rica. Thus, from
the very outset ol their political careers, these tvwo deputics became

. 1dentiified with the conosition., Bot* trok a
croudnent vart in the unsuccessiul corpressional
Ooosition Lo the smenination. of the
valderonistas and the conmnists, Both biltterly
0. osed tne talderc:iata manenvers in the
“On.ress wnlch Uipelly led to tre invallidet:on
wi tre -eorary 1948 presidertiel ang congres«-
sicnal elections (in which wy, Trejos was re-
clecied), .

P 1008 acd LARA rave been virtually
ble eoxianione ever sinec ther vrere
t> the bar v 193h, They rorrmed a

o3
8 1

£E1I1 exiatine law ~aptnersrn In wntoh LARA
i Tar gt o, Hotater) gn nlted the hrat- e m
Vs g bram‘

Continue on separate sheet,
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TREJOS

be c. R, 1911; est. 193k; educ. Liceo de C. R., Coleguo de

Abagados de C, R. Languages: Spanish and some English and French.

Representative of Constitutionsl 1942-46, 19L48-43. Specialized in

contracts, commercial law and notorjals. Clients referred to:

Canada Dry Bottling Co; Jorge Zeledon Castro, Roberto Zeledon

Sucesores, Augusto Colombari, all of San José, Mail: Apartado 293,
San Jose, C.R.

Emb, D. 321, San Jose, 31 Mar, 50 -- Unclaseified

Roberto Fernandez Zuniga ) Emb. S.J.De. 118
Ruben EsguiveI de la Guardia ) 1k Bug. '53 C.
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In the 1949 congressional elections Mr. TREJOS ran on an
independent ticket of his own rfor the district of Vuelta de Jorcé/
San Ignacio de Acosta of the Province of San José. He called his
party the "demoeratico Cortesista”, Early in 1953 Mr, TREJOS
became a prominent contender for the presidency (chairmanship)or
the Assembly and failed to secure this important position by «
single vote, being defeated by & vote of 23 to 22, Throughout his
current term in the Assembly he has served as chairman of the
Commi ttee on Ecoromy and Treasury, After LARA was named Foreign
Mirister, Mr. TRuJOS assumed the position of party whip for
Mr, Ulate in the Assembly, He was not any too successful in
holding the president's followers in 1line in the Assembly,

Politically, Mr, TRLJOS is somewhat of a maverick. While he
likes to be known as an independent and did get elected that way
in 1949, he is an opportunist who generally menages to jump on the
bandwagon while the Jumping is good., Thus he declared himself in
favor of the candidacy of Mr, Flgueres early in 1953, Later, when
the question of a plebiscite on the question or amending Article 132
of the Constitution (with a view to permitting President Tlate
becoming a presidential candldate in 1958) beckme a”leading issue,

“he promptly jumped once agaln and became a ldéader in the plebiscite

movement, even though the National Liberation Perty of Mr, Figueres
apparently was not in favor of the move,

Mr. TREJOS has rather prominent feature and is swarthy
complexioned., He dresses well but rot fastidiously. He is fond of
having a good time (parties) and is somewhat -- but not unduly
80 =~ prone to flattery., He 1s by no means as brainy as his law
partner, Forelgn Minister LARA, but is of the persistently plodding
type which is rather difficult to change once he has made up his
mind. Although he possesses a good deal of innate political
acumen, his background is along the Costa Riecan provincial rather
than along irternational lines, Fis record is such, however,
especlally vis a vis conunism and the USSR that he can be expected
to go along with the United States on virtually all major questions
of policy, As wiltnessed by his defeat for the chairmanship of the
Asgsembly, he is not a skilful negotlator. His greatest strength
lies in his persistency; his weakness in his occasional in-
consistency. In contrast to ur, Lara, who at least publiecly
remained neutral, he took the Figueres side, as stated, early this
year. In view of subsequent developments in connection with the
plebiscite 1ssue it remains to be seen whether he will secure s
sinecure in the new administration, :

All in 8ll, Mr. TREJOS is not unattractive and he possesses
& certaln amount of personal charm. At some future date he will
proba:ly again become a member of the Natio:al Assembly and
concelvably may reach a cabinet post some day,

He is married to Mr. Isabel Montero de TREJOS. Mrs. Trejos
1s a daughter of Dr. Aniceto MONTERO (on whom there is a file in
the Department) who is currently practicing medicine in the United
States, and his divorced Belglan first wife. The couple have
three minor children ranging in age from ten to less than one year,
Both ¥r, and Mrs, Trejos have some Independent means and while
relatively well off by Costa Rican standards, cannot be considered
as Independently wealthy.

CONFIDENTI AL
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Division of Biographic Information

ESQUIVEL de la Guardia, Rubén COSTA RICA

Personal data: Born in Puntarenas, Costa Rica about 1895, son of a
- Costa Rican father (of the large Esquivel family) and a Panamanian
mother, Berenice de la Guardia,

HEducation: Diploma as certified accountant.
Languages: Some English,
Career:

Prior to 1942 Public accountant; farmer; merchant and (fer
eight years) Consul General in Buenos Aires.
1942 Chief, Office of Supplies,
1950 Secretary to Costa Rican Permanent Delegation to
the United Nations, appointed March 1.8;
Delegate to UN General Assembly, fifty session,
Lake Success, September, '
1951 Secretary of Delegation, UN General Assembly, sixth
session, Paris, November.,
Dacumont Roy e
Review of ihia cosumant by CIA has
dctarmined thal
[ % no ghjiclion to declass
! ius indpraation of CIA
thet muzl rsmcin
@ 15 8 B \
3t HB 132

Remarks:
€

i
fonteriyt
) M cpntaing nothing of $1A inferesk
An unsucecessiul g@ﬁilgmi2%£é§pegy@gq:3§¥f2? ~for the greater part
of his life, Rubén, someti led "Vi ' Bsquivel, has no par-
ticular political importance in Costa Rica, He served under Calderén
Guardia as Chief of the Supply Office (his only government experience
up until that time), and in 1947 was reportedly responsible for the
maneuvering and behind-the-scenes manipulations which resulted in the
nomination of Utilio Ulate for the presidency. Reputedly tactless,
unintelligent, and even stupid at times, his appointment as Secretary
to the Costa Rican Permanent Delegation to the United Nations was
apparently a sop to prevent the realization of his higher aspirations,
for it is known that he coveted the post of Ambassador to Argentina in
return for his "services! during the Convention of 1947, ;/

During the latter half of the fith session of the United Nations
General Assembly, the Costa Rican delegation was to all intents and
purposes composcd solely of Esquivel., Although in the final rushed
days of the session he felt himself oxtremely harassed as the sole re-
presentative of his country, he was affable and well-meaning and
sought to give the United States representation support whencver
possible, 2/

OLI:BIl:FBoyle:sc November 19, 1951

1/ CBD, San José&, March 21, 1950 (Confidential).
2/ HMemorandum from a member of U.S. Delegation to UN General Assembly,
fifth session, dated June 11, 1951,

CONFIDENTIAL
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Managus, Letter from Raymond J. Barrett, 2nd Sec. US Emb., 16 July '53.

Tattenbach presented credentials 7 Feb 53, Single, pleasant,
timid or reticent. Intelligent, somewhat european in manner.
Ulate supporter, appears to be anti-Figueres, speaks fluent
German; English halting but improving.

de Tattenbach, Christian

Worked with father in development of "Los Guayabillos" dairy farm,

valuable property on slopes of Irazu volcansS.
8tudious and charming yox% man and certainly is more cultured than

average Costa Rican of his ge.
During general al@j)n registration in 1941 he showed his nationality

as German but adopteéd Costa Rican citizenship when he became of age.

Sourcet
Emb. San Jose, 12 Sep. 51/
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INFO |
ARA
CIA COMPIDBNTIAL-SBOURITY TNFQEHATIUN
N1 BASSY,
-mJf MANAGUA | 963

A<G% Febwuary 11, 1953

The following biographic data available in the Department om
MW,WMMLMMM_
!‘ttedmmwﬂn ° m.; o o s Jamaary 26, 1953), are sube

Chrictian Twttenbach Yglestas is a charming, studious young wan
shose diplomatic experience dates from September 1, 1951, when ha Te-
mm:zmcuua” w“toﬂn °H'wmm st =3

oan on Cuban i
festivitdes in ilay 1952. He was also & delogate to the ewvent: mession
&mxi&tzwsmusmﬁmwmwﬁﬂﬂm

Comdtten as alterrate repreosarteti
on Comd ttess I and VI, ’ it

Although & relative newoomer in the fleld, ir. Tsttenbach s a
diplexatis background. ks grandfather on hie mother's side wes one
of the most distingpiiched statesman in Costa Idca‘'s history. Doth
s father and his patermal grendfather were officers in the Germen
dinlomatic serviee, His father, Count Frans von Tattenbach von Hetsler,
wes Seorotary and Chargé d'Affaires of the Gerrmsn Legstion in Comta
Rloa in the early 1920's and merried Luisa Ygloslas Hedrigues, a
deughter of the late resident Yglesias. Their son Christion, wae born
in 3an Jook on Jemmary 10, 1924, After the rise of the lasi regime in
Germany, Count von Tattonbach, who had served a tour of duty as (hief
of Protocol in the Gerwan fereign Uffice and s Minster to Versuusia,
resigned from the Germen diplomatic scrvics ond settled in Costa fdea,
becoming & mturaiized citisen.

Ghristian Tattonbach, who chose his mothsrie mtionality by
option hen he tocate of legal age, was edutatsd in ihe Coste .ican
schools. He greduated from the local *Seximario®, s Satholds hiph
othool run by Gerwan Paulist Priests, and assisted his father for a
tne in the development of their large dalry fam, His cnly previous
publioc sexrvios was on the liational Lage Councli, the jolnt coemnities
snocharged with revamidding mirimm retos, widch elected him ac {2o L
preadding offioer. | Document Ho. '
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